
DT Knowledge Organiser—Designing and making a birdhouse 

Key Content 

 Investigate the purpose and appear-
ance of bird houses. 

Investigate the materials 
and features of bird-
houses and draw dia-
grams. 

Investigate and practise wood-
work skills. 

To make a birdhouse by 
following a plan and then 
evaluate the finished prod-
uct. 

Key Vocabulary Knowledge Key Activities 

     Nets of 3D    

    Shapes. 

 

     

    Design 

 

 

    Exploded diagrams 

 

 

    Construction 

 

    Investigate 

 

    Evaluste  

 

    Modify 

 

     

The net of a 3D shape is 
what it looks like if it is 
opened out flat. The net 
can be folded to create the 
3D shape. 

 

A plan or drawing to show 
the look and function of the 
product. 

 

Show the component parts 
of a product and how they 
relate to each other. 

The action of building 
something. 

Carry out research or study 
into a particular idea. 

 

Form an idea of how suc-
cessful the construction is. 

Make partial or minor 
changes to something. 

  
Children will look at a variety of different bird houses 
and discuss the differences in appearance, their func-
tions and what types of birds they attract. They will an-
swer questions relating to what they learn from the 
slides and what they see on the video.  
Children will discuss and explore different materials 
used to build bird houses and any additional features 
that have been added to them. They will be challenged to 
draw 3-D diagrams or exploded diagrams of different 
bird houses and discuss why creating a plan beforehand 
is important.  
Children will explore and explain the various different 
woodwork equipment needed to build their bird houses. 
They will then practise these skills to help learn tech-
niques before building their actual bird house.  
Children to write a detailed plan and design a bird house 
with a specific bird in mind. They will need to find infor-
mation for the birds requirements, decide on materials 
to use and equipment, think how to decorate it and any 
additional features as well as consider safety precau-
tions.  
Children will collect the materials and tools they need 
and begin construction. 
Children will evaluate their own design process and fin-
ished product. They may either do this individually using 
the evaluation sheet provided or in small groups  

  
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  


